ISLE OF WIGHT FOLLIES - RESTRICTED CASE FILE

THE PHOENIX OF MERSTONE

MYTHICAL CLASSIFICATION: SOLAR REBIRTH GUARDIAN

F.O.L.L.1.E.S. REF: MER-PHX-30



THE SKY THAT REFUSED TO STAY DARK
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CREATURE The Merstone Phoenix

PRIMARY RANGE Merstone and central Island skies
KNOWN CLUES Sparks, gold feathers and warm ash
TEMPERAMENT Flamboyant, hopeful and mischievous
SPECIAL ABILITY Renewal after a carefully managed rebirth

CASE STATUS Guardian; observe from marked areas

THE F.O.L.L.1.E.S. BRIEF

Federation of Legendary Lore Investigation and Evidence
Specialists

Merstone’s fiery guardian turns every sunrise into a lesson: falling
down is not the end when a community helps you begin again.

FIELD RULE: Sparks, ash circles and flight paths are
viewed only from signed public areas.
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EVIDENCE WALL

THE MERSTONE WATCH BOARD

FLIGHT SKETCH

ARRETON
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Professor Follies circled Merstone near the Island’s centre,
between Blackwater, Horringford and Godshill.

Pinned nearby: a sun-bright feather, harmless cooled ash, a
flight-path sketch and a singed ribbon from the Djinn’s turban.
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ISLAND LOCATOR + MERSTONE INSET

NEWPORT

ARRETON

MERSTONE: CENTRAL ISLE OF WIGHT, SOUTH-EAST OF NEWPORT
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ARRETON

BLACKWATER

HORRINGFORD

FORMER STATION

LOCAL CHECK: Merstone lies roughly between Blackwater,
Horringford and Godshill, within the Arreton parish
landscape.
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SPOTTER GUIDE: THE PHOENIX

FIRE PLUMAGE

Reds, oranges and golds glow in flight.

VAST WINGS

A shadow passes before the sparks arrive.

RENEWAL CYCLE

Ash, rest, warmth—and a new beginning.

Encourages others to try once more.

CLASSIFICATION: Solar rebirth guardian with
spectacular aerial display behaviour.
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MRS PLUMB LOOKED UP FIRST
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Thunderous wings—and a trail of golden sparks.

Mrs Plumb stepped outside her bakery as the Phoenix
crossed the rising sun.

Mr Wiggins felt braver merely watching. In Merstone, the bird’s
morning flight had become a reminder that every day can begin
differently.
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ASH IS A PAUSE, NOT A FINISH

1. REST 2. EMBER

The old cycle grows quiet. A protected ( low remains.

3. SI'ARK

New feathers unfold. Warmth gathers safely.

Renewal is not pretending nothing happened. It is
learning, resting and beginning again with care.
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COMMUNITY RECORD

THE PHOENIX TAKES A BOW

One loop. Two dives. Three enormous cheers.

The Phoenix adored applause, but the village kept every
display inside a marked flight zone.

Young Thomas asked for one more trick. The bird bowed
grandly—and chose a safe, sparkling spiral.
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FRIENDSHIP FILE

SPARKS, SMOKE AND A MISSING TURBAN
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RARILY AIRBORNE

At Apse Heath, the Phoenix flicked a harmless spark
past the Djinn and borrowed its turban for one dizzy lap.

The Djinn pretended outrage, then chased the bird through a
smoke ring. The prank ended with the turban returned and both
friends laughing.
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WHEN IS A PRANK ACTUALLY FUN?

SAFE

Nobody is put in danger.

REVERSIBLE

Everything can be returned or repaired.

Everyone involved can genuinely laugh.

STOP MEANS STOP

A boundary ends the joke immediately.
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If only the prankster is laughing, the investigation is
not finished.
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FIELD NOTEBOOK

THOMAS DRAWS A BRAVER TOMORROW
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TRY AGAIN. LEARN. RISE.
\_ J
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Thomas filled a notebook with the Phoenix’s adventures.
The bird reminded him that courage can be quiet:
another attempt, a new idea, one honest question.
His drawings became Merstone’s first “Book of Second Chances.”
\_ /
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MERSTONE’S SECOND-CHANCE BOARD

WHAT HAPPENED?

Q Name the challenge without hiding it.

WHAT HELPED?

0 Notice people, tools and patient steps.

WHAT CHANGED?

a Keep the useful lesson.

WHAT NEXT?

a Choose one safe new beginning.

The Phoenix inspired Merstone to share triumphs
without pretending hardship was easy.
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A PHOENIX-EYE VIEW OF THE ISLAND
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NEWPORT

THE NEEDLES JONE

ARRETON

A curious visitor watched from approved viewpoints
while the Phoenix traced a route over western chalk
stacks, Carisbrooke’s old walls and Ventnor’s green
gardens.

The journey returned to Merstone before sunset—with every
spark accounted for.

Illustrated story route; use current public travel information for real journeys.
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WHEN THE PHOENIX FLIES

GREEN

Stay in the viewing area; watch from below.

Wind changing: pause displays and secure loose
items.

RED

Ash circle active: trained investigators only.

Cooled ash checked; public path reopened.

A hopeful story still needs careful boundaries around
heat, sparks and crowds.
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CASE RESOLUTION

THE GUARDIAN OF NEW BEGINNINGS

*
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Every ending left one warm ember of possibility.

Merstone stopped treating resilience as a performance.
People rested, asked for help and celebrated thoughtful
new beginnings.

Above them, the Phoenix climbed through the evening
sky—quardian, guide and magnificent show-off.
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BUILD A SECOND-CHANCE PLAN

1. DRAW YOUR PERSONAL PHOENIX YMMBNOSH THE SENTENCE

“When something is
difficult, my next safe step
could be...”

3. THREE EMBERS OF HOPE

Write three small things that help you begin again.

ONE: TWO: THREE:
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QUESTIONS FOR CURIOUS INVESTIGATORS

G If your pet could rise from ashes, what
would it demand for breakfast?

a What is the difference between hope
and pretending?

a Which stage of renewal seems most
important?

When does a prank stop being funny?

° What would Merstone’s Second-Chance
Board say to you?

Where would you fly first on the Isle of
Wight?

A grand answer can begin as one tiny spark. Explain
your thinking.
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ISLE OF WIGHT FOLLIES

CASE FILE 30: READY TO RISE

The Phoenix remains Merstone’s protected guardian of renewal.
Displays follow the sky-watch rules, ash circles are checked, and every
ending keeps one ember of possibility.

F.O.L.L.I.E.S.

Federation of Legendary Lore Investigation and Evidence Specialists

F.O.L.L.I.E.S. REF: MER-PHX-30

PASSPORT CASE RECORD - MERSTONE / PHOENIX / STORY 30

Keep this protected file with your mythical-creature passport.




