CROWNED SERPENTINE GAZE-HAZARD
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PETRIFYING CONVERSATION FILE

MYTHICAL CLASSIFICATION

ISLE OF WIGHT FOLLIES




RESTRICTED CASE BRIEF

LOW GAZE * SHORT CONVERSATIONS

4 )

CREATURE Basilisk - horn-crowned serpent

PRIMARY HOME Havenstreet village and woodland
FRIENDSHIP LINK  Wootton Troll and bridge corridor

KNOWN CLUES Iridescent scale, horn cast, tide chart
SPECIAL POWERS Petrifying gaze and marathon monologues

CASE STATUS Accepted resident; boundaries required

THE F.O.L.L.1.E.S. BRIEF

Federation of Legendary Lore Investigation and Evidence
Specialists

A legendary stare, a fascination with tide tables and a friendship built
on bridge moss. Mirrors ready. Conversation timer set.

FIELD RULE

Look low, listen briefly and never ask about tomorrow’s
cloud cover.
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EVIDENCE WALL AND INSET

Professor Follies circled Havenstreet on both the Island
locator and the north-east inset. The evidence shelves hold a
scale, horn cast, mirror, tide table, stamp album, earplugs,
moss and one very important stopwatch.

The rail line connects Wootton, Havenstreet and Smallbrook Junction.
Fishbourne, Binstead and Ryde are reference places, not stops on this
heritage route.
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GEOGRAPHY VERIFIED

ISLAND LOCATOR + LOCAL INSET
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FULL ISLAND: HAVENSTREET IS INLAND IN THE NORTH-EAST QUARTER
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RYDE

FISHBOURNE .
BINSTEAD

SMALLBROOK JCT

HERITAGE RAILWAY

LOCAL CHECK: Wootton and Wootton Creek lie north-west of
Havenstreet. Fishbourne lies north; Binstead and Ryde sit

farther east. The heritage railway links Wootton, Havenstreet
and Smallbrook Junction. )

.

EVIDENCE PAGE 04

F.O.L.L.l1.E.S. REF: HAV-BAS-19



WHAT MAKES A BASILISK?

Horn-like points form a natural warning crown.

IRIDESCENT SCALES

Green, gold and bronze flash in the light.

PIERCING GAZE

Direct eye contact may cause temporary petrification.

ENDLESS CHAT

Weather and tide reports can freeze a room with boredom.

CLASSIFICATION: Crowned serpent with optical and

conversational hazards.
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VIDENCE 01: STATION WEATHER REPOR

A steam whistle sounded at Havenstreet. Then the Basilisk
raised one claw toward the clouds. Everyone knew a
detailed forecast was about to begin.

Pocket mirrors came out. Dark glasses went on. The locomotive
driver quietly checked whether the train could depart before
“cumulonimbus” reached its third explanation.
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THE THREE-STEP GAZE RULE

LOOK LOW

Watch the path, not the Basilisk’s eyes.

USE A MIRROR

Observe indirectly from a safe angle.

STEP AWAY

Leave calmly if the crown turns toward you.

Case note: in this file, petrification is temporary - but
avoiding it is much easier than waiting to un-stone.
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CONVERSATIONAL HAZARD

THE MONOLOGUE METER

1 MINUTE A small cloud fact.

5 MINUTES Tide time, height and footnote.

15 MINUTES Cloud families, cousins and diagrams.

30+ MINUTES

Extreme risk of becoming a garden statue.
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Set a timer before asking, “What is the weather
doing?”
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VIDENCE 02: WOOTTON BRIDGE MEETINC

Beside Wootton Creek, the Basilisk found the only listener
who never hurried it. The Troll of Wootton had an even
longer lecture about moss and bridge bolts.

They compared tide charts, cloud shapes and maintenance notes
until both felt completely understood. The children used binoculars -
and kept a mirror ready.
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WHY DO THEY GET ALONG?
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Needs someone who listens to weather reports.

They both notice details others ignore.

Needs someone who respects bridge moss.

WOOTTON TROLL

Friendship sometimes begins when two people value
the same overlooked thing.
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EVIDENCE 03: THE STAMP CHALLENGE

Cedric arrived with a stamp album and extraordinary
patience. The Basilisk offered cloud formations. Cedric
countered with the Penny Black and fourteen kinds of

Rgiﬂc%@}b%r}aced postage dates. Tide tables met kettle-boiling

times. By dawn, the Basilisk had finally discovered a conversation
longer than its own.
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CONVERSATION DUEL

WHO CAN BE MORE MAGNIFICENTLY MUNDANE?

BASILISK CEDRIC

CLOUD TYPES STAMP DATES

TIDE HEIGHTS TINY PERFORATIONS

BAROMETER NOTES

RESULT: A respectful draw. Cedric earned immunity -
and a request to return with volume two.
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COMMUNITY RESPONSE: SAFETY FAIR

Havenstreet market adapted. Stalls sold soft earplugs,
pocket mirrors, dark glasses, buzzing timers and books
exciting enough to rescue a wandering mind.

Children practised the routine: look low, listen briefly, step away. The
Basilisk timed its weather report - although it did request a small
extension.
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BASILISK ENCOUNTER KIT

‘ POCKET MIRROR

Indirect viewing only.

DARK GLASSES

Useful backup, not a staring licence.

SOFT EARPLUGS

For very long tide-table sections.

TIMER

Agree the conversation length first.

EXCITING BOOK
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Emergency attention rescue.
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their gaze low.
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Prepared is calm. Calm is clever. Clever readers keep
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FROM FEARED TO UNDERSTOOD

FEAR

Rumours focused only on the gaze.

PREPARE

Mirrors, timers and boundaries reduced risk.

UNDERSTAND

Villagers discovered curiosity behind the danger.

WELCOME

The Basilisk became part of village life.
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Acceptance did not remove the danger. It added
knowledge, choice and sensible boundaries.
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Artists sketched. Thinkers listened. Families held mirrors at
careful angles. Steam drifted across Havenstreet while the
Wootton Troll smiled over its maintenance notes.

The Basilisk spoke about the evening clouds - briefly, by prior
agreement. A creature once feared for freezing a village had helped
it learn curiosity with boundaries.
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?

1. Which is more dangerous: the gaze or the
long weather report?

2. Why do the Basilisk and Troll understand
each other?
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3. Which item belongs in your encounter kit?

4. What wonderfully dull topic could challenge the Basilisk?
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5. Why are boundaries important, even between friends?
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6. What cloud name would make a Basilisk giggle?

Professor Follies says: Never underestimate a creature that
can turn you to stone - or explain drizzle for forty-seven
minutes.

F.O.L.L.I1.E.S. REF: HAV-BAS-19 EVIDENCE PAGE 17



RESTRICTED FILE CLOSED

The Havenstreet Basilisk

-

F.O.L.L.l.E.S.

Federation of Legendary Lore Investigation and Evidence
Specialists

If the clouds look interesting and a crowned serpent clears its
throat, lower your gaze, start the timer and locate the nearest
mirror.

J

PASS HOLDERS’ CASE MATERIAL
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Prepared for curious readers by Professor Follies



