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RESTRICTED CASE FILE
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MYTHICAL CLASSIFICATION
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THE FERRY FIXER

CREATURE Minotaur - bull-headed giant

PRIMARY SITE East Cowes waterfront and slipway

SECONDARY SITE Whippingham woodland and fields

KNOWN CLUES Hoofprints, fur, chain link, tiny spanner
KEY WEAKNESS Cannot swim; dislikes unclear instructions
CASE STATUS Reclassified: misunderstood neighbour

THE F.O.L.L.1.E.S. BRIEF

Federation of Legendary Lore Investigation and Evidence
Specialists

A powerful creature, a short river crossing and one extremely
questionable repair plan. Check the chain, count the hooves and keep
@ loaf nearby. Y.

FIELD RULE

Never let the largest person choose the smallest spanner.

FOLLOW THE CHAIN —

F.O.L.L.1.E.S. REF: ECW-MIN-17

EVIDENCE PAGE 02



EVIDENCE WALL

Professor Follies connected a giant cloven hoof cast, broken
chain link, dark fur, horn scraping, ferry tool and one
paper-wrapped loaf.

The circles form a clear trail: East Cowes at the river mouth,
Whippingham to the south-east and Cowes directly across the Medina.
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TWO BANKS AND ONE SHORT CROSSING

4 )

NEWPORT

NORTH-CENTRAL ISLE OF WIGHT ¢ RIVER MEDINA CASE CORRIDOR

GROUND CHECK: Cowes and East Cowes face one
another across the tidal River Medina. The floating
bridge carries people and vehicles across in a few
minutes. Whippingham lies south-east of East Cowes.

—

LOCATION CONFIRMED ¢ SPANNER MISSING
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WHAT MAKES A MINOTAUR?

BULL’S HEAD

Broad horns, keen hearing and a legendary glare.

HUMAN HANDS

Strong enough for gates; precise enough for tiny tools.

CLOVEN HOOVES

Each step leaves a very distinctive double print.

SHARP MIND

Plans quickly - although not always correctly.

O o < o

. s N N

CLASSIFICATION: Formidable, intelligent and
completely overqualified for gate lifting.

F.O.L.L.I.E.S. REF: ECW-MIN-17
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EVIDENCE 01: FERRY WORKSHOP

The Minotaur decided the floating bridge needed fixing.
Harbour workers watched as a massive hand selected the
smallest spanner in the toolbox.

Chains tangled, instructions turned sideways and one ramp

developed ideas of its own. The Minotaur was not careless - just very
confidently mistaken.
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WHY DID THE “REPAIR” GO WRONG?

~N
GOOD INTENTION
The Minotaur wanted the crossing to work.
TINY TOOL
The chosen spanner was almost invisible.

~N
NO INSTRUCTIONS
Guesswork replaced the harbour manual.

~N
TANGLED RESULT
Chains, ramps and patience became knotted.

y

LESSON: Strength helps most when it is paired with
listening.
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A PLAN ACROSS THE WATER

COWES - WEST BANK EAST COWES - EAST BANK

ING

RIVER MEDINA

‘ WHIPPINGHAM TO THE SOUTH-E

The people looked across the narrow Medina and
imagined a safer, stronger community on the opposite
bank. Boats, the ferry and hundreds of willing hands
turned the idea into a route.

Circled note: The river was a barrier to the Minotaur - but a
connection for everyone else.
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EVIDENCE 02: THE GREAT MOVE

Doors, chairs, flower boxes and roof beams crossed the
Medina. The new community rose on the Cowes bank one
careful boatload at a time.

On the East Cowes shore, the Minotaur stared at the water. It could
lift a gate, untangle a rope and frighten a toolbox - but it could not

swim.
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HOW A COMMUNITY MOVES

Decide what matters and what can travel.

Share heavy loads between many hands.

Create homes, shops and meeting places.

.. . L . .

CROSS [ Use boats and the chain ferry safely.

REBUILD

Nobody moved a whole town alone. The plan worked
because every small task joined a larger one.
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Years later, Emily found the Minotaur at the edge of

Whippingham woods. Its eyes held sadness, not rage. She
offered a loaf and waited.

The giant crouched, sniffed the bread and accepted it with a careful

hand. One small act changed the case more than every frightened
rumour.
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BEHAVIOURAL EVIDENCE

HOW TRUST BEGAN

NOTICE

Emily looked beyond the old stories.

0

~N
APPROACH
She kept a calm, respectful distance.
N
OFFER |

Bread said: “l came in peace.”
4 )

WAIT

. The Minotaur chose to accept.

. _/

Kindness did not erase the past. It opened a safer
way to understand it.
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EVIDENCE 04: RECLASSIFIED
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By morning, the Minotaur was carrying bread and repairing
a fallen field gate. This time, a farmer explained the job

first.
Children recorded the hoofprints. Neighbours waved. The same

strength that once caused alarm now helped keep Whippingham's
paths open.

S
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RIVER, FERRY AND ROYAL VILLAGE

4 )

Cowes and East Cowes face each other across the River
Medina. Their floating bridge is a chain ferry carrying
vehicles, bicycles and people across the short tidal
crossing.

Whippingham lies south of East Cowes and is known for
its connection with Queen Victoria and St Mildred’s
Church. These real places anchor the legendary case.

4 )

A real crossing makes an excellent place for a story
about division, connection and change.
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At sunset, Cowes, East Cowes and Whippingham gathered
beside the Medina. Music, lanterns and shared bread
replaced frightened whispers.

The floating bridge crossed quietly behind them. The Minotaur
listened at the edge of the circle, finally part of the story instead of
trapped inside a rumour.
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CASE CONCLUSION

WHAT THE EVIDENCE SHOWS

-

Strength can protect or disrupt.

CUNNING Intelligence still needs good information.

ADAPTABLE Communities solve difficult problems together.

ACCEPTED Understanding can change a fearful story.

~
FINAL FINDING: The Minotaur was not made harmless
by bread. It became understandable through patience,
boundaries and a chance to use its strength well.

\. /
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?

ferry?

1. Why did the Minotaur keep trying to fix the

2. Which clue changed the investigation most?

! \‘

3. When is strength helpful rather than
frightening?
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4. What tool should the Minotaur use next?

N7 N Y Noo N

/

5. Why was Emily’s calm approach important?

6. What would you add to the Medina story festival?

Professor Follies says: Before calling something a monster,
examine the evidence - and check whether it is simply holding

the wrong spanner.

F.O.L.L.I.E.S. REF: ECW-MIN-17
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RESTRICTED FILE CLOSED

The East Cowes Minotaur

F.O.L.L.l1.E.S.

Federation of Legendary Lore Investigation and Evidence
Specialists

If the floating bridge rattles, check the chain, inspect the
hoofprints and keep the harbour manual where everyone can
reach it. )

PASS HOLDERS’ CASE MATERIAL

F.O.L.L.l.E.S. REF: ECW-MIN-17

Prepared for curious readers by Professor Follies



