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CLASSIFIED DETAILS

LOCATION: Chillerton, Isle of Wight

CREATURE: Bogeyman

CLASSIFICATION: Folkloric shadow guardian

FILE REFERENCE: FOL-CHI-BOG-42

STATUS: Feared, artistic, unexpectedly kind

ESTIMATED SCALE

HUMAN REPORTED FIGURE

Not all measurements agree. That is usually where mysteries begin.



CASE FILE 42

CASE OPENED
What the reports agree on, and what they do not.
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A QUIET VILLAGE, A VERY NOISY RUMOUR

Chillerton sits in the rural heart of the
Isle of Wight, surrounded by farmland,
wooded valleys and the steep open
slopes of Chillerton Down. For years,
villagers have swapped stories about a
towering figure that appears at the edge
of paths and vanishes whenever
somebody looks twice.

The figure is called the Bogeyman.
Witnesses describe matted hair, hollow
eyes, jagged teeth and unusually long
arms. Those details sound alarming, but
the reports do not all point in the same
direction. Several witnesses claim the
creature has helped people in difficulty,
watched over quiet lanes and shown a
surprising interest in art.

That contradiction is the reason
F.O.L.L.I.E.S opened this file. Is the
Bogeyman a menace, a misunderstood
neighbour, or a guardian with a truly
dreadful face?

QUICK FACTS

Reported habitat: shadowy paths, woodland edges and
the lower slopes of the Down.
Reported sound: a low growl, followed by heavy rustling.
Best clue: acts of kindness witnessed by people who
were frightened at first.

MYTHOLOGY NOTE

A Bogeyman is a figure from folklore rather than a single
creature with one agreed description. Its appearance
changes from story to story. In this file, every uncertain
detail is labelled as a report, rumour or theory.

“The most frightening clue may be the one that proves the least.”
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LOCATION BOARD

WHERE DID IT HAPPEN?
A wide map and a closer field sketch.

CASE 42  /  3

ISLE OF WIGHT OVERVIEW
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Chillerton lies near the centre of the Island,
south of Newport. Chillerton Down rises to
the south-west of the village and is a
landmark of open grassland, wooded slopes
and wide views.
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OBSERVATION RECORD

A GROTESQUE PRESENCE
The first reports sounded frightening.
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The earliest notes describe a huge, hunched silhouette emerging
from woodland mist. It was said to have a heavy frame, tangled
hair, sunken eyes and teeth that caught the moonlight. When it
moved, branches shook and dry leaves crackled underfoot.

Villagers repeated these details so often that they became part of
Chillerton’s evening folklore. A storyteller would begin with one
shadow beside a tree, and by the end of the tale the creature had
crossed three fields, climbed the Down and stolen somebody’s
washing line.

F.O.L.L.I.E.S investigators noticed a problem: the most dramatic
accounts were usually told by people who had not seen the
Bogeyman themselves. First-hand witnesses were more cautious.
They remembered fear, but they also remembered the creature
keeping its distance.

RUMOUR VERSUS EVIDENCE

Rumour: the Bogeyman hunts anyone travelling after dark.
Evidence: no confirmed attack appears in the case notes.
Working theory: it may use its frightening appearance to keep danger
away from quiet paths.

PROVISIONAL PROFILE

Estimated height: between 1.9 and 2.2
metres.
Arm span: unconfirmed.
Tracks: large, irregular and often confused
with boot prints.
Threat rating: uncertain, because
behaviour matters more than appearance.
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WITNESS ACCOUNT

KINDNESS AT THE CROSSING
The incident that changed the investigation.
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One busy morning near Brighstone, an elderly
woman waited at the roadside. Traffic moved
quickly and she could not find a safe moment to
cross. A dark figure stepped from the edge of the
trees.

The woman froze. So did several people nearby. The
Bogeyman raised one long arm, stood between the
woman and the road, and slowly guided her towards
the other side.

A startled driver swerved. Nobody was seriously
hurt, but the commotion left the whole street
arguing about what they had seen. Some blamed the
creature for appearing without warning. Others
pointed out that it had placed itself in danger to
protect somebody else.

The woman’s statement was simple: ‘It looked
terrifying, but it was trying to help me.’

ACTIONS RECORDED

1. The Bogeyman approached a vulnerable person.
2. It did not grab, chase or threaten her.
3. It used its size to slow traffic.
4. It left as soon as she was safe.

QUESTION FOR THE FILE

Could a creature be responsible for a frightening
accident while still acting with good intentions?
Investigators marked this question with three circles
and one extremely chewed pencil.
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COMMUNITY FILE

THE LIMERSTONE ART PROJECT
A monster with a paintbrush is still a monster, but now the walls look better.
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The Bogeyman’s next decision was even stranger. It began visiting Limerstone with scraps of charcoal,
paint-stained boards and bundles of brushes. Instead of hiding, it invited villagers to create pictures in the
grounds of a grand old house.

At first, almost nobody came. Then the elderly woman from the crossing arrived with a small sketchbook. A child
brought coloured chalk. A gardener supplied jars of water. Soon, the quiet gathering became a regular art
session.

The Bogeyman painted cliffs under stormy skies, bent trees, dark paths and bright patches of sunlight breaking
through cloud. Its pictures were unsettling, but they were also full of feeling. People began to see that the
creature’s frightening face was not the whole story.

INVESTIGATOR COMMENT

Art gave the Bogeyman a way to communicate without needing to explain every growl. That was fortunate, because
several witnesses described its speaking voice as “a cupboard falling downstairs”.
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INCIDENT REPORT

THE BATTLE OF THE BINS
A feud with the Chale Green Jersey Devil.
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Acceptance did not solve every problem. The Chale Green Jersey
Devil discovered that the Bogeyman valued peace, order and
neatly stacked art materials. Naturally, it began tipping over bins.

Each week brought a new prank. Lids appeared in hedges.
Brushes vanished. One bin was filled with pebbles, another with
pinecones, and a third contained a handwritten sign reading: ‘Not
a bin.’

The Bogeyman finally found the Jersey Devil crouched behind a
hedge. Instead of roaring, it offered the creature a paintbrush and
suggested a less smelly hobby.

The Jersey Devil was suspicious. It had never considered that
making a mess on purpose might be called art. After a long
argument, the two agreed to a temporary truce. The bins
remained upright for almost four days, a local record.

EVIDENCE ITEM 7B
Wheelie bin: upright at time of inspection.

JERSEY DEVIL THEORY

Possible motives:
• boredom
• rivalry
• artistic experimentation
• an intense dislike of collection
day
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ARTWORK ANALYSIS

THE PAINTING THAT CHANGED MINDS
A stormy coastline, painted by somebody who understood storms.
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Reconstruction of the reported painting, not the original artwork.

The Bogeyman’s largest painting showed the Island’s coast beneath a violent sky. Dark waves crashed below
broken sunlight. Viewers recognised the mixture of fear and hope immediately.

The work changed the conversation in Chillerton. People stopped asking only whether the Bogeyman looked
dangerous. They began asking what it felt, what it remembered and why it had spent so long alone.

The elderly woman helped organise a small exhibition. Her support gave other villagers the confidence to
attend. The creature did not suddenly become cheerful or chatty, but it began to feel that it had a place in the
community.

FINDING

The case demonstrates a useful rule for investigators: appearance is evidence
of appearance. It is not automatic evidence of intention.
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FOLLOW-UP REPORT

AN UNLIKELY FRIENDSHIP
When two troublesome creatures discover a shared interest.
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Co-operation study: paint on paper, no bins involved.

The Jersey Devil returned to the art sessions, at first only to mock them. Then it watched the Bogeyman work.
The concentration, patience and relief on the creature’s face were difficult to dismiss.

The Devil tried sculpting. Its first effort looked remarkably like a crushed bucket, although it insisted this was
intentional. More attempts followed. The rivalry became a creative competition rather than a weekly rubbish
emergency.

By the end of the investigation, the two creatures had not become perfectly behaved. They had, however,
learned to turn some of their energy into paintings, sculptures and increasingly strange garden ornaments.

The village discovered that understanding somebody does not require pretending their mistakes never
happened. It requires looking at the whole pattern.
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EVIDENCE BOARD

WHAT CAN ACTUALLY BE SUPPORTED?
Reports, sketches, theories and one suspiciously clean bin.
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REC

Evidence 10A: blurred figure, location unverified.

EVIDENCE STRENGTH

Strong: several accounts describe the road crossing and
later art sessions.

Moderate: multiple witnesses describe a similar tall,
long-armed figure.

Weak: stories that grow more dramatic each time they
are repeated.

OPEN THEORIES

The Bogeyman may be:
• a protective folkloric being
• a misunderstood creature
• several ordinary sightings combined into one legend
• an artist who urgently needs a less alarming front door

CASE STATUS: OPEN, BUT LESS FRIGHTENING THAN BEFORE
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PROFESSOR FOLLIES

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNG INVESTIGATORS
Look closely, think carefully and do not interview a wheelie bin.
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1 Which clue changed people’s opinion of the Bogeyman most?

2 Was the road crossing brave, dangerous, or both?

3 Why might painting be easier than speaking for the creature?

4 Could the Jersey Devil’s pranks have another explanation?

5 What would you include in a fair description of the Bogeyman?

6 How many brushes should be issued before a bin truce becomes
official?

DRAW THE EVIDENCE

Choose one event from the file and draw it from the point of view of a
witness. Add one detail that is certain and one detail that is only a theory.

RENAME THE CREATURE

Write a new label for the Bogeyman that describes its
behaviour rather than its face. “Hairy” is already taken.

DIPLOMATIC CHALLENGE

Design a bin-proof peace agreement for the Bogeyman
and the Jersey Devil. Include at least one art rule and one
snack break.
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F.O.L.L.I.E.S
Federation of Legendary Lore Investigation

and Evidence Specialists

CASE FILE: THE CHILLERTON BOGEYMAN

The Bogeyman remains unconfirmed, but the case leaves one strong conclusion: a frightening
appearance does not prove a frightening intention.

The next time a shadow looks strange, investigate carefully, keep a sensible distance and
remember that even monsters may have hobbies.

Return this restricted file to the archive after reading. Please check nearby bins first.

SECRET DETAIL

One paintbrush was discovered inside a perfectly clean wheelie bin. The Bogeyman denied
responsibility. The Jersey Devil laughed for eleven minutes. Investigation suspended due to excessive
giggling.

RESTRICTED - RETURN TO ARCHIVE
FOL-CHI-BOG-42  /  PASS HOLDERS ONLY

End of restricted file


